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In 2024, the Institute for Applied Economic Research (Ipea) celebrates its 
sixtieth anniversary, while the Revista Tempo do Mundo (RTM) and the Division 
of International Studies (Dinte), responsible for its publication, reaches 15 years of 
existence. This RTM issue number 34 addresses the challenges and opportunities  
of Brazil’s pro tempore presidency of the Group of Twenty (G20), a grouping of the 
world’s largest economies. It is noteworthy that the origins and evolution of Ipea’s 
international research – with structure, technical staff, and specialized journals – 
coincide with the history of the G20.

Ipea was established in the first half of the 1960s, in the same year and with 
the same developmentalist theoretical influences as the creation of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). While numerous 
studies on international themes, especially trade, were published during Ipea’s 
first decades, it was only from 2008 onward, with the global economic crisis, 
that a new phase in its institutional history emerged, when Brazil’s development 
challenges became inseparable from its role in the world, especially concerning the 
fight against inequalities, sustainable development, and global governance. 
The creation of the G20 and the development, expansion, and consolidation of 
its agenda have decisively influenced the brief history of Dinte/Ipea.

The RTM aims to foster global debates and monitor cutting-edge research 
to support public policy formulation. This special issue of RTM is preceded by 
five issues that serve as a prelude to the main debates of Brazil’s G20 presidency: 
Development Financing (29), Regional Integration (30), South-South 
Cooperation (31), Security, Integration, and Just Energy Transition (32), and 
Foreign Policy Evaluation (33). Issue 34 was coordinated by André de Mello e Souza, 
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Head of the International Policy Center for Inclusive Development (IPC-iD) of 
Ipea, Brazil; Sachin Chaturvedi, Director-General of Research and Information 
Systems for Developing Countries, India; and Elizabeth Sidiropoulos, Executive 
Director of the South African Institute of International Affairs. The coordinators 
are specialists from the G20 Troika countries – the shared management system 
of the forum, comprising the country holding the pro tempore presidency, its 
predecessor, and successor – in this case, Brazil, India, and South Africa. As in 
the G20 itself, the content of this issue goes beyond macroeconomic issues and 
includes contributions on combating hunger, poverty, and inequality, sustainable 
development, and global governance, fostering an interdisciplinary dialogue on 
contemporary global challenges enriched by the Global South’s perspective.

This issue includes contributions from 50 authors from G20 member 
countries, both Brazilian and foreign, particularly from South Africa and India, 
with the majority of contributions authored by women. There is also notable 
participation from authors linked to institutions in China, Paraguay, and the 
United Kingdom, reflecting the Institute’s and the journal’s efforts toward 
internationalization. For the first time, an RTM issue gathers over ten authors 
who have previously contributed to the publication. The general profile of the 
authors is not limited to government or academia, also including civil society 
participants who follow the G20.

This edition was conceived to contribute to the activities of Brazil’s pro 
tempore presidency of the forum, especially to Ipea’s coordination of the T20, the  
G20’s Track 2 Think Tank Engagement Group, in collaboration with 
the Fundação Alexandre de Gusmão (Funag) and the Brazilian Center for 
International Relations (Cebri). Brazil assumed the G20 presidency at a critical 
moment for the International System. The crisis of multilateralism is evidenced 
by the ineffectiveness of international organizations responsible for cooperation 
and dispute resolution, such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) and even 
the most important of them, the United Nations (UN), especially in the face of 
growing demands for cooperation on issues like the environment, post-pandemic 
economic recovery, and international conflicts. The absence of judges in the WTO 
Appellate Body and the UN’s inability to implement effective measures for crises 
like those in Ukraine and Palestine exemplify current challenges. Additionally, 
Brexit, which led to the United Kingdom leaving the largest regional bloc in the 
world, reflects a trend of fragmentation in the international landscape.

In this context, the G20 emerges as a relevant forum. Although it lacks 
legally binding powers, its broad scope enables the formulation of urgent 
cooperation agendas for global governance. The G20 represents about 75% of 
world trade, 85% of global gross domestic product (GDP), and two-thirds of 
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the planet’s population. Unlike the Group of Seven (G7), the G20 includes 
economies beyond the Global North, such as Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, 
India, Indonesia, Mexico, South Korea, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 
and Turkey. The forum also includes two regional blocs: the European Union and 
the African Union, increasing its impact and reach. Under Brazil’s pro tempore 
presidency, Angola, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, Spain, Nigeria, Norway, 
Portugal, and Singapore have also been invited to participate. This profile gives 
the G20 a broader impact capacity than the G7 and a more operational nature 
than the Group of Seventy Seven (G77), as the G20 has fewer members and 
greater representation from both developed and developing countries.

Besides its capacity for articulation among the main global economic 
actors, the G20 has expanded its thematic scope over the years, moving from 
predominantly macroeconomic issues to include sustainable development, 
health, agriculture, and combating corruption. Especially with the Global South 
Troika, this agenda has incorporated emerging issues for developing countries. 
It has also benefited from Indonesia’s significant contribution during its 2022 
presidency, whose motto, “Recover Together, Recover Stronger,” emphasized the 
need for inclusive and resilient economic recovery after the Covid-19 pandemic. 
In 2023, India assumed the presidency under the theme “One Earth · One Family ·  
One Future,” highlighting climate change and the concept of “common but 
differentiated responsibilities” in facing its crises. In this context, India promoted 
environmental commitments, such as Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE) and the 
creation of the Global Biofuels Alliance, in addition to addressing social inclusion 
and the development of digital infrastructure.

Brazil, in turn, holds the G20 presidency from December 1, 2023, to 
November 30, 2024, under the theme “Building a Just World and a Sustainable 
Planet,” with three priorities: combating hunger, poverty, and inequalities; 
climate change, energy transition, and sustainable development; and reforming 
global governance. These priorities are being discussed in over 100 meetings, 
divided between the financial track, focused on macroeconomics and led by 
finance ministers and central bank presidents, and the Sherpa track, of a political 
nature and led by each country’s leaders up to the final summit of heads of state 
and government.

It is hoped that, by the end of Brazil’s presidency, the country will leave a 
significant mark on the forum with unprecedented social participation through 
the first-ever G20 Social Summit, resulting in a document written by civil society 
and its 13 engagement groups: C20 (civil society); T20 (think tanks); Y20 
(youth); W20 (women); L20 (labor); U20 (cities); B20 (business); S20 (science); 
Startup20 (startups); P20 (parliaments); SAI20 (audit institutions); and the newly 
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created J20 (supreme courts) and O20 (oceans). RTM issue 34, which addresses 
the challenges and opportunities of Brazil’s G20 presidency, will be launched  
on the eve of the Social Summit to contribute to the discussions.

The success of Brazil’s presidency may be evaluated by its pioneering 
implementation of the Social G20 and progress in the financial and Sherpa 
tracks, which have already shown advancements in building consensus on 
important topics – a feat that has not been observed in high-level meetings for 
many years. The challenges and opportunities are reflected in the articles briefly 
discussed below.

The first article in the dossier, titled New geoeconomic strategies and the role 
of the G20: elements for Brazilian engagement, authored by Diego Araujo Azzi 
and Giorgio Romano Schutte, examines the challenges facing the G20 in light 
of deglobalization, geopolitical tensions, and geoeconomic fragmentation. The 
authors argue that these dilemmas mark a new phase for the group, posing 
obstacles to cooperation and creating opportunities for Brazil on the international 
stage (Azzi and Schutte, 2024). Schutte discussed the challenges of energy 
integration and the prominence of state-owned enterprises in Latin America in 
Issue 32, focusing on Security, Integration, and Just Energy Transition, under the 
title The role of state oil companies in the energy transition of Latin America: the cases 
of Petrobras, YPF, ECOPETROL, and PEMEX (Schutte, Fuser and Abrão, 2023).

The second article, Beyond SDGs: quest for a new development paradigm 
through the G20 lens, by Indian authors Milindo Chakrabarti and Pratyush Sharma, 
explores the need for an alternative development paradigm given global crises and 
the failure of the current model to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The authors argue that sustainable development requires a collective 
effort that considers the interactions between individuals and nature, proposing 
that the G20 should lead this shift to promote development as a collective good 
(Chakrabarti and Sharma, 2024).

The third article, Building a fairer future: joint actions for poverty, hunger, 
and inequality reduction by G20 nations, by Indian authors Debolina Kundu and 
Devarupa Gupta, examines the role of the G20 in addressing poverty, hunger, 
inequality, and climate change, highlighting efforts from the Indian summit in 
2023 and goals for the upcoming Brazilian summit in 2024. The work proposes 
a people-centered collaborative approach to development, exploring effective 
policies and stressing the importance of reducing inequalities to promote 
economic and environmental sustainability (Kundu and Gupta, 2024).

The fourth article, Strengthening international mutual learning in food and 
nutritional security: the role of Brazil’s G20 Presidency, by Jennifer Constantine, 
Melissa Pomeroy, Alex Shankland, and Laura Trajber Waisbich, analyzes the 
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Global Alliance Against Hunger and Poverty, launched by Brazil during its G20 
presidency, which proposes innovation by strengthening mutual learning and 
North-South and South-South cooperation. The authors examine the increase 
in food insecurity across G20 countries and how the Alliance aims to encourage 
domestic policies and multilateral support to address these challenges. Drawing 
on the Brazilian experience, the article proposes an international cooperation 
strategy to combat hunger and poverty and expand local and national innovations 
(Constantine et al., 2024). Waisbich previously authored another article in 
Issue 31, titled Active non-alignment: Brazil and the measurement of South-South 
Development Cooperation (Waisbich, 2023).

The fifth article, The Brazilian G20 Presidency: the necessary intersectionality 
between fighting hunger, bioeconomy, and climate change for a fairer world and 
a sustainable planet, by Júlia Mascarello, Juliana Nascimento, and Matheus 
Marlisson Oliveira Matos, addresses how Brazil’s G20 presidency in 2024 
introduces an integrated approach to tackling hunger, climate change, and 
promoting bioeconomy under the leadership of President Lula (Mascarello, 
Nascimento and Matos, 2024). This article examines the task forces created 
for the Global Alliance Against Hunger and the Mobilization Against Climate 
Change, highlighting the Bioeconomy Initiative and exploring the potential of 
these interconnected actions to promote social justice and global sustainability.

The sixth article, A Global South G20 Presidency in a time of geopolitical 
afflictions: challenges and opportunities, by South African authors Mikatekiso 
Kubayi, Philani Mthembu, and Ashraf Patel, examines the evolution of the 
G20, created to coordinate global economic governance and expanded after 
2008 to address themes like multilateralism and security. The authors discuss 
the importance of the G20 presidency, the challenges and responsibilities of the 
group, and analyze the role of its members in global reforms, with an emphasis 
on the reform agenda of the WTO and the UN, highlighting the opportunities 
of a G20 presidency in the Global South (Kubayi, Mthembu and Patel, 2024). 
This is Mthembu’s second publication in RTM, where he co-authored an article 
on Social Justice, Sustainable Development, and Quality of Life (Netswera et al., 
2020), in Issue 22.

The seventh article, The G20 in global governance: creation, evolution, 
structure, and functioning, by Vera Helena Thorstensen and Fábio Jorge de Toledo 
Thomazella, is highly relevant for G20 studies, as it provides readers with a solid 
foundation for understanding the forum’s functioning. The article analyzes the 
evolution of the G20, which was created to respond to global financial crises 
and, after 2008, began to convene heads of state to coordinate actions beyond 
the economy (Thorstensen and Thomazella, 2024). It highlights the group’s 
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heterogeneous nature, which includes developed and emerging economies, and the 
involvement of civil society in addressing global challenges. Thorstensen authored 
two other articles in this journal: The multi-system of global trade regulation: a 
proposal for a new theoretical framework and methodology (Thorstensen, 2011) 
and Brazil facing the OECD "Sustainability Model” (Thorstensen and Mota, 
2021), featured in Issue 25.

The eighth article, South-South Cooperation and the G20: dilemmas and 
narratives of governance for development, by Bárbara Ribeiro Soares, Chyara Sales 
Pereira, and Júlia Carvalho Teixeira, explores South-South cooperation (SSC), 
questioning both its recent strengthening and the obstacles to its institutionalization. 
The authors investigate how G20 presidencies from Global South countries can 
influence governance of International Development Cooperation (IDC) and the 
UN and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
agenda. The hypothesis is that SSC, by establishing new rules and practices, 
can transform IDC governance and the global development agenda, promoting 
institutionalization that reflects the perspectives of Southern countries (Soares, 
Pereira and Teixeira, 2024).

The ninth article, Ensuring equity in an unequal world: framework for an 
alternate development paradigm, by Indian authors K. Seeta Prabhu and Sandhya S. 
Iyer, examines global crises, such as the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change, and 
inequalities, criticizing the GDP-based development model. The study proposes 
an alternative approach focused on equity and sustainability, aligned with the 
LiFE initiative, to integrate human development and ecological sustainability, 
emphasizing the importance of global leadership, particularly the G20, in 
promoting international cooperation and fair transitions through policy reforms 
and behavioral changes (Prabhu and Iyer, 2024).

The tenth article, Climate change and agrifood production: a problem to be 
tackled by developed and developing countries, by Marcelo José Braga Nonnenberg, 
Michelle Márcia Viana Martins, Fernanda Aparecida Silva, Scarlett Queen Almeida 
Bispo, Alicia Cechin, Elena Bonilla, Flavio Lyrio Carneiro, Steven Helfand, and 
Francisco Eduardo de Luna e Almeida Santos, addresses the unequal impact of 
environmental policies on developing countries, which face greater challenges due 
to their dependence on primary sectors and agribusiness. It proposes G20 actions 
for South America, such as funding for research and sustainable agricultural 
extension for small producers and regional programs for forest conservation 
and low-carbon agriculture (Nonnenberg et al., 2024). It emphasizes that rich 
countries, responsible for strict environmental regulations, should fund these 
initiatives to promote climate adaptation and food security. Some of the authors 
of article 10 have already contributed their reflections on a variety of topics in 
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previous issues of RTM, including studies on international integration as a vector 
for Brazil’s economic recovery (Oliveira et al., 2021), an analysis of the effects of 
Brazilian integration with important trading partners using a computable general 
equilibrium model (Cechin, Azevedo and Massuquetti, 2023), and, finally, an 
assessment of Chinese industrial and education policies over the last three decades 
(Nonnenberg, Lima and Bispo, 2022).

The eleventh article, A critical analysis of the J20 proposals and discussions on 
sustainable development, by Fernanda Cristina Barros Marcondes and Ana Beatriz 
Cruz Nunes, examines the role of Courts from different countries, especially the 
Brazilian Supreme Court, in climate litigation and sustainable development, 
focusing on the J20. The research, based on document review and qualitative data 
analysis, systematizes J20 discussions on sustainable development and critically 
evaluates the Brazilian Supreme Court’s contribution to this issue (Marcondes 
and Nunes, 2024).

The twelfth article, Climate finance towards greener agriculture: a win-win 
strategy, by Michelle Márcia Viana Martins, Scarlett Queen Almeida Bispo, 
Fernanda Aparecida Silva, Heloisa Lee Burnquist, and Angel Manuel Benitez 
Rodriguez, assesses the role of climate finance in helping developing countries 
(LDCs) mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to climate change, with a 
focus on the agricultural sector. The article proposes the SUSTAIN mechanism, 
which aims to strengthen climate finance management to promote sustainable 
agricultural practices and reforestation, ensuring social inclusion and gender 
equity (Martins et al., 2024). The authors recommend that the G20 establish 
SUSTAIN as a financing modality, combining international resources to preserve 
ecosystems and improve food supply in LDCs.

The thirteenth article, Community-led bioeconomy development and  
nature-based solutions (NbS) in the Global South: recommendations to the G20, 
by Hannah Sack, Sumetee Pahwa Gajjar, Hannah Reid, and Anvita Pandey, 
discusses the role of bioeconomy and nature-based solutions (NbS) in supporting  
climate-resilient development, emphasizing the G20’s commitment to conserve 
30% of degraded ecosystems by 2030. The authors note that while global climate 
policies are advancing, poor communities are often left out of planning processes 
and face challenges in accessing financial and technical support (Sack et al., 
2024). The article calls for changes in climate finance mechanisms to ensure 
communities can adapt to climate change.

The fourteenth article, Sustainable lifestyles and innovation systems: 
implications for the G20 agenda, by Manish Anand and Shailly Kedia, explores 
the relationship between sustainable lifestyles and innovation systems, areas that, 
although discussed at the G20, are not directly connected to climate response. 
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The document proposes a framework to integrate these elements and examines their 
implications for G20 discussions (Anand and Kedia, 2024). By analyzing data 
on innovation and sustainability, the study highlights how the G20 forum can 
promote international cooperation to advance innovation systems and achieve 
sustainable lifestyle goals.

The fifteenth article, Enhancing social indicators: simplified human 
development index adjusted for indigenous communities, by Mariana Recalde 
Ferreira and Orivaldo Nunes Junior, addresses the crucial role of the G20 in 
tackling global challenges, with an emphasis on social justice, the climate crisis, 
and Indigenous communities. The study proposes the creation of a simplified 
Human Development Index to measure progress for non-urban Indigenous 
communities, taking into account their characteristics and contribution to 
carbon capture. It emphasizes the importance of sensitive and inclusive public 
policies and argues that the G20 should guide fairer and environmentally 
sustainable global economic policies, contributing to resolving the climate crisis 
and promoting social justice (Ferreira and Nunes Junior, 2024). The upcoming 
RTM dossier, issue number 35, will feature articles on Indigenous communities 
in South America.

The sixteenth, and final, article, Strategic maneuvering in Brazil’s 5G  
deployment amidst United States-China technological rivalry, by Liu Jia, Neusa 
Maria Pereira Bojikian, Aline Tedeschi, Rafael Ioris, and Iury França, addresses 
5G and the competition between China and the United States and can be seen 
as a prelude to issue 36, which will address industrial policy. This study analyzes 
the emerging technological rivalry between the United States and China, 
focusing on 5G and Brazil’s strategies to manage these disputes while seeking 
to advance its reindustrialization. Using an institutionalist approach, the study 
analyzed government, corporate, and think tank documents from 2017 onward, 
revealing how Brazil attempts to mitigate the impacts of the tension between the 
two superpowers. The authors conclude that Brazil’s pragmatic foreign policy 
adopts a dual approach, aligning with United States cybersecurity standards 
while attracting Chinese investments to enhance digital infrastructure (Jia 
et al., 2024). This strategy seeks to ensure Brazil’s technological autonomy in 
a polarized international environment. We would like to invite RTM readers 
to submit articles for issue number 36, which will focus on “Industrial Policy: 
International and Comparative Dimensions.” Submission guidelines are available 
on the journal’s website, and articles will be accepted until December 18, 2024.

Liu Jia is affiliated with University of International Business and Economics 
(UIBE), which signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Ipea in 2024. Jia 
co-organized issue 24 of RTM on relations between China and Latin America, 
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titled Tiempo de China en el nuevo mundo: retos para América Latina (Puty, Jia 
and Barros, 2020). Neusa Bojikian has published two other articles in previous 
issues, discussing the United States in Regulación financiera en el Senado de Estados 
Unidos: contribuciones de campaña y comportamiento de voto legislativo (2021) and 
in Regimes internacionais sobre serviços e investimentos: o padrão americano traduzido 
no USMCA (2019). Rafael Ioris is also the author of two other articles addressing 
technology and geopolitics related to business cases in Desigual e combinado: a 
expansão e queda do desenvolvimento de uma potência emergente sob a ótica da Embraer 
(2018) and United States society in Trump e a crise da sociedade Norte-americana: 
as eleições de 2018 – significados e perspectivas (2019).

With the release of this issue on the G20, on the eve of the G20 Social 
Summit and the Heads of State and Government Summit, RTM fulfills its 
main role of establishing a solid bridge between policymakers, academia, and 
civil society by strengthening dialogue and collaboration among these different 
actors. Issue 34 of the journal, addressing the challenges and opportunities of 
the Brazilian presidency of the G20, aims to be a relevant resource for building 
substantive consensus, offering a space for dialogue among various stakeholders. 
This edition stands out for addressing emerging issues that have gained global 
prominence, such as global governance, reform of multilateral institutions, 
climate issues, food security, and inequality reduction.

Ipea’s objective of improving essential public policies for Brazilian 
development is realized through the production and dissemination of knowledge 
that guides and advises the state in its strategic decisions. By promoting 
interdisciplinary and international dialogue, RTM seeks to contribute to the 
improvement of public policies in Brazil while also strengthening the country’s 
ability to strategically and collaboratively engage in global debates.
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